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Karst Topography Type
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Pseudo (3)
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Type Description

Absent (2)
Fissures, tubes, and caves generally absent; where present in small 
isolated areas, less than 50 ft (15 m) long; less than 50 ft (15 m) vertical 
extent; in moderately to steeply dipping beds of carbonate rock

Long (2)
Fissures, tubes, and caves over 1,000 ft (300 m) long; 50 ft (15 m) to 
over 250 ft (75 m) vertical extent; in moderately to steeply dipping beds 
of carbonate rock

Pseudo (3) Fissures, tubes, and tunnels present to a depth of 250 ft (75m) or more 
in lava

Pseudo (4) Fissures, tubes, and tunnels present to a depth of 50 ft (15 m) in lava

Short (1)
Fissures, tubes and caves generally less than 1,000 ft (300 m) long; 50 ft 
(15 m) or less vertical extent; in metamorphosed limestone, dolostone, 
and marble

Short (3)
Fissures, tubes and caves generally less than 1,000 ft (300 m) long; 50 ft 
(15 m) or less vertical extent; in moderately to steeply dipping beds of 
carbonate rock

Source:  Tobin, B.D., and Weary, D.J., 200506, Engineering
Aspects of Karst: National Atlas of the United States, Reston, VA. (May 2008)

Tabular Data: 6.3-4


